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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HEMSWOi^TH 


Public  Health  Department, 

Adiscombe  House, 

Barnsley  Road, 

HMSWORTH,  Pontefract. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Hardy,  and  Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  my  annual  report  for  1963,  I have  followed  the  practice  of 
previous  years  in  which  the  first  part  of  the  report  deals  with  the  statistical 
data  relating  to  the  Urban  District  only  and  the  second  part  is  concerned  with  the 
personal  health  services  for  the  Medical  Division  comprised  of  the  Hemsworth  Urban 
and  Rural  Districts  together. 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  also  reports  in  detail  on  the  work  of  his 
department  and  our  reports  complement  each  other „ 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  mid-year  population  was  15,040,  a 
reduction  of  700  on  the  previous  year  which  itself  was  20  fewer  than  in  1966  when 
an  increase  of  590  was  reported.  The  district  would  appear,  therefore,  to  have 
suffered  a loss  of  population  of  000  in  two  years.  In  my  report  for  1967  I voiced 
the  opinion  that  these  marked  swings  in  population  estimates  were  cumulative  statist- 
ical errors  rather  than  real  loss  of  population  to  the  District  and  I know  of  no 
other  evidence  to  suggest  otherwise. 

There  was  a reduction  of  17  in  uhe  number  of  live  births  and  a glance  at  the 
table  of  comparative  statistics  will  show  that  this  trend  has  persisted  during  the 
past  four  years.  One  has  to  go  back  to  1963  to  find  the  Urban  District  birth  rate 
higher  or  as  high  as  the  West  Riding  rate  and  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

There  were  5 still  births  one  fewer  than  in  1967,  while  the  infant  deaths 

(q 

numbered  4 compared  with j the  previous  year.  The  resulting  infant  mortality  rate 
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was  lower  than  the  corresponding  rates  for  the  county  and  for  the  country  as  a 
whole,  a situation  achieved  for  the  first  time  since  19&3° 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths.  Deaths  from  all  causes  numbered  215,  an 
increase  of  36  on  the  year  before  when  there  was  a reduction  of  39  • Of  the  causes 
of  death  those  affecting  the  respiratory  system  showed  the  greatest  increase  from 
31  to  55  and  of  these,  pneumonia  contributed  23  compared  with  10  in  1937* 

There  were  44  fewer  notified  cases  of  infectious  disease  of  which  measles 
showed  a reduction  of  40-,  and  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at 
the  year  end  was  fewer  by  2 at  107. 

The  personal  health  services  functioned  well  during  the  year.  There  have  been 
slight  but  significant  shifts  in  emphasis  on  various  aspects  of  the  work  of  the 
different  branches  of  the  nursing  staff  said  I have  commented  on  this  under  the 
various  headings  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

Liaison  with  the  Hospital  service  and  with  the  General  Medical  Services  has 
been  satisfactory  and  has,  in  general,  functioned  well. 

Details  of  protective  inoculation  procedures  undertaken  during  the  year,  of 
consultant  clinics  held  within  the  Division  and  of  the  work  in  the  school  health 
service  arc  also  reported  upon  in  detail. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee 
for  their  interest  in  the  work  of  the  department  and  my  colleagues  for  their  ready 
co-operation.  I wish  also  to  thank  the  various  members  of  my  own  staff  for  their 
conscientious  work  during  the  year. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.S.  WALTERS , M.B.,  Ch.B. , D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Statistical  and  Social  Conditions 


Area  of  the  District  4163  acres 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid-year)  15,040 

Rateable  Value  (at  31.12.60)  £279,792 

Product  of  Id.  rate  (at  31.12.68)  £1,006 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  (at  31.12.6o)  4*656 


Vital  Statistics 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


135 

14 

149 


99 

0 


107 


Percentage  of  illegitimate  births s 0 ,6fo 
LIVE  BIRTH  RATE 


Crude 

Adjusted 

STILL  BIRTHS 


17.0  per  1,000  population 

16.0  per  1,000  population 


234 

22 


256 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

3 

2 

5 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

— 

3 

2 

5 

Still  Birth  Rates  19*2  per  1,000 

total  live 

and  still  births. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  live  and  still  births 

152 

109 

261 

INFANT  DEATHS  (total  under  1 year) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

3 

1 

4 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

— 

3 

1 

4 

INFANT  DEATHS  (under  4 weeks) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legit imate 

2 

1 

3 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

2 
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INFANT  DEATHS  (under  1 week) 

Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  2 1 3 

Illegitimate  - - - 


2 13 


INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  (under  1 year  of  age)  15*6  por  1,000  total  live  births. 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (infants  under  4 weeks)  11. 7 Psr  1,000  total  live  births. 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  &.TE  (infants  under  1 week)  11. 7 per  1,000  total  live  births. 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (infants  under  1 week  and  stillbirths  combined) 

30.7  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  - NIL 


DEATHS  (all  age  groups)  Male 


Female 


Total 


106 


109 


215 


DEATH  RATE 


Crude  14*3  per  1,000  total  population. 

Adjusted  13.3  per  1,000  total  population. 


COMPAR  -TIVE 

STATISTICS 

BIRTH  RATE  (adjusted) 

I960 

1 261 

1966 

1965 

I2M 

Urban  District 

16.0 

16.2 

16.9 

16.6 

10.4 

Nest  Riding 

17.0 

10.2 

10.2 

10.4 

10.7 

England  and  Wales 

16.9 

17.2 

17.7 

10.0 

10.4 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE 

Urban  District 

19.2 

22.0 

10.5 

25.4 

43.6 

West  Riding 

14.3 

15.2 

14.4 

16.0 

17.6 

England  and  Wales 

14.3 

14.8 

15.4 

15.7 

16.3 

DEATH  RATE  (adjusted) 

Urban  District 

13.3 

11.2 

12.0 

11.4 

14.2 

Yvest  Riding 

12.6 

12.0 

12.9 

12.4 

12.0 

England  and  Y/ales 

11.9 

11.2 

11.7 

11.5 

11.3 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Urban  District 

15.6 

22.0 

21.1 

26.0 

24.6 

West  Riding 

10.5 

19.2 

19.0 

20.7 

22.2 

Engknd  and  Y/ales 

10.3 

10.3 

19.0 

19.0 

20.0 
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The  principal  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  the  following  table s- 


i Cause 

» ..  ..... 

Male 

. 

Female 

Total 

a . ...  i 

[ Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

I 

1 

2 

Other  Tuberculosis 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

3 

6 

lung  bronchus 

4 

4 

8 

breast 

— 

2 

2 

Uterus 

— 

1 

1 

Other  sites 

0 

6 

14 

Leukaemia 

1 

1 

2 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

1 

1 

tSm 

Anaemias 

— 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 

1 

« 

1 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

2 

1 

3 

Hypertensive  Disease 

2 

2 

4 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

19 

10 

37 

Other  heart  disease 

2 

6 

0 

Co rib ro vascular  Disease 

16 

33 

49 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

1 

3 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

17 

11 

20 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

14 

10 

24 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

- 

2 

2 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

- 

1 

Appendicitis 

1 

— 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  system 

1 

1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito  Urinary  system 

2 

1 

3 

Diseases  of  muscul  Skeletal  system 

2 

1 

3 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc. 

1 

1 

2 

Other  causes  perinatal  mortality 

1 

- 

1 

Symptoms  all  ill  defined  conditions 

- 

1 

1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

1 

2 

Other  accidents 

1 

1 i 

i Suicide 

~ 

, 1 L 

j 

. .1 

106 

cr\ 

o 

1 — 1 

I 

. ..  2!5  1 

The  number  of  deaths  increased  by  36  over  the  previous  year.  The  most  noticeable 
increase  has  been  in  the  respiratory  illnesses  where  the  deaths  numbered  55  and 
compare  unfavourably  with  31  in  the  previous  year. 

IHFANT  MORTALITY 

Of  the  4 infant  deaths,  three  were  determined  by  factors  operating  before  or 
during  birth.  The  remaining  death  from  pneumonia  at  3 months  must  be  deemed  to  have 
been  avoidable. 


Details  of  the  4 infant  deaths  are  as  follows s- 


Age 

Sex 

Cause  of  Death 

1. 

12  hours 

Male 

Prematurity 

2. 

20  hours 

Female 

Ceribral  haemorrhage 

3. 

2 days 

Male 

Prematurity 

4. 

3 months 

Male 

Pneumonia 
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infectious  and  other  notifiable  DISEASES 

table  i 

Diseases  notified  in  Townships 


T077NSHIP 

> 

1 

p.  ------ 

Dysentery 

CO 

c3 

1 — 1 

O 

Ph 

•H 

CO 

r 

Infective  Jaundice 

L 

I 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

| 

f 

Scarlet  Fever 

i 

Tuberculosis  R. 

i 

Tuberculosis  N.R.  | 

] 

n 

E(Q 

p 

0 

0 

6 

*H 

P< 

O 

O 

( 

1 

1 

CO 

r-3 

0 

EH 

1 

\ 

j Fitz william 

Hensworth 

Kinsley 

L 

1 

3 

j 

- 

1 

r . 

1 

......  . 

12 

77 

4 

2 

" 

2 

1 

2 

1 

r 

1 

L. 

2 

- 

— - — 

10 

05 

7 I 

k Jk 

j 

f 

t 

TOTALS 

•—  — ■ ~ — — — ■ 

4 

■i*  1 ... 

1 

1 

93 

2 

2 

4 

1 

2 

l 

110  i 

1 

Notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were  fewer  by  44*  The  fall  is  attributed 
to  a reduction  in  the  number  of  measles  notifications  by  40. 


TABLE  2 

Cases  Notified  Month  by  Month 
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TABLE  3 

Cases  classified  into  Age  Groups 


Disease 

Under  1 year 

r 

! 1-2  years 

i 

3-4  years 

i 

03 

cd 

0 
>» 

ON 

1 

LfN 

10-14  years 

S 

*3- 

CM 

1 

LTN 

1 — 1 

ra 

3 

0 

•*r}- 

fO 

1 

LTN 

CNJ 

CO 

n 

cd 

CD 

^1- 

A 

m 

1 

CO 

n 

d 

<y 

•d- 

\o 

1 

lf\ 

A" 

65  years 

and  over 

Age  unknown 

A 

1 

'totals 

i 

i — • 

Dysentery 

1 

- 

~ 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Infective  Jaundice 

" 

“ 

“ 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Measles 

9 

29 

23 

31 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

93 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

*■ 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis  - Resp. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

- 

4 

Tuberculosis  - IT. Resp. 

_ 

“ 

“ 

1 

1 

! Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 - 

1 

“ 

- 

- 

1 

2 

y ..  .....  

' 

. 

k. 

r 

1 

11 

! 30 

! 23 

n 34 

2 

ft..-  i 

1 

2 

ft  

r 

3 

t-.  . — 

! 2 
ft — - ...  

1 

— 

110 

TUBERCULOSIS 


! 

No.  ox  cases  on  Register 

Respiratory 

Non-Re spiratory 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

No.  of  cases  on  Register  at 

the  commencement  of  the  year 

55 

37 

6 

11 

109 

No.  of  cases  notified  during 

the  year 

2 

2 

- 

1 

5 

No.  of  cases  restored  to  the 

Register 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

No.  of  cases  added  otherwise 

than  by  notification 

2 

- 

- 

1 

3 

No.  of  cases  removed  from 

the  Register  through:- 

j fa)  death 

5 

1 

— 

- 

6 

1 (b)  recovered 

— 

2 

- 

- 

2 

! (c)  left  district 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

! No.  of  cases  remaining  on 

1 ■ - - 

1 Register  at  end  of  year 

53 

35 

6 

13 

107 

There  wjre  5 new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year,  4 of  them 
respiratory.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  107  case3  on  the  register,  2 
fcv/er  than  in  1967* 


COUNTY  COUNCIL  OF  THY  VCST  RIDING  OF  YORKSHIRE 


HEiJjTH  DIVISION  NO.  23 


HEMSV/ORTH  URBLN  DISTRICT 


HEMSYORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  TH3  DIVISIONAL  MEDICO  OFFICER  I960 


BY 


. , M.B. , Ch.B. , D.P.H. 


J.S.  LALTBRS,  M.C 


DIVISIONAL  STAFF  (at  31.12.60) 


Divisional  Medical  Officer  and  Divisional  School  Medical  Officer 


JOHN  S.  WALTERS , M.C.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  and  School  Medical  Officers 

Edith  E.  Cromb,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.E.  (Senior) 

J o s ephine  Hay e s , M . B . , Ch.B. 

C.H.  Merry,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Clinic  Medical  Officer  (part-time) 

J.W.  McRobert,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O. 

Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board  Visiting  and  Consultant  Staff 

R.J.L.  Calderwood,  F.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  Orthopaedic  Surgeon 

J/J.  Jordan,  1.1. D.,  M.R.C.P.  Chest  Physician 

J. D.  Pickup,  M.D. , Ch.B.,  D.C.H.  Paediatrician 

K.  Prashcr,  M.B.,  B.Sc.,  D.O.  Ophthalmologist 

Divisional  Nursing  Officer 

Miss  D.  Marsh 

Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses 


Mrs.  N.  Cookson 

Mrs. 

F.J.  Makinson 

Mrs. 

B.  Thorpe 

Mrs.  E.T.  Polan 

Miss 

N.  Miskell 

Mss 

F.M,  Varaplow 

Miss  M.  Kenning ton 

Mr3. 

M.  Newton 

Mss 

M.  Thompson 

Mrs . D . S . Lindsey 

• 

03 

£ 

S.  North 

Assistant  Health  Visitors 

Mrs.  D.  Clark 

Mrs . 

B.K.  Hough 

Mrs . 

D.M.  Sadler 

Mrs.  J.  Wilson 

Midwives 

Mrs.  L.  Allan 

Miss 

M.L.  Heyward 

Mrs. 

M.V.  Porter 

Miss  S.  Blanchard 

Mrs. 

L.  Jenkins 

Mrs . 

XI,  Robinson 

Mrs.  V.  Crawford 

Miss 

P.  King 

Mss 

J.E.  Miles 

Mrs.  B.  Hesketh 

Home  Nurses 

Mrs.  G.  Bristow 

Mrs . 

F.B.  Houghton 

Mrs. 

E.R.  Leake 

Mrs.  K.  Clayton 

Mrs . 

G.A.  King 

Mrs . 

G.  Megs on 

Mrs.  J.O.  Garratt 

Mrs. 

J.  Kitchen 

Mrs . 

M.  'Hat son 

Mrs.  M.  Giles 

Mrs. 

M.L.  Kitching 

Mrs . 

B.  Harrison 

Mental  Health 


Mental  Welfare  Officers 


Mr.  E.x..  Johnson 
Mr.  D.  Collumbine 
Mr.  P.  Noden 
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Hemsworth  Training  Centre 

Ms.  A.  Ellis  (Supervisor) 
Miss  D.  Casey 

Mrs . I . Evans 

Mss  A.  Goodyear 

Mrs.  Nightingale 

Mr.  S.  Clifton 

Mr.  A.  Rollinson 

Mss  E.  Money 

Mrs.  M.  Herbet 

Speech  Therapist 

- Mss  M.  Kersner 

Chiropodists 

- M.  N.  Eyre 

Mr.  J.L.  Sullivan 

Mrs.  S.  Hughes 

Clerical  Staff 

Mr.  G.  Ellis  - Senior  Clerk 

Mr.  C.  Mies  - Deputy  Senior  Clerk 

Mrs.  lx  . A . G . Atkins  on 

Ms.  M . Chappell 

Mrs.  I.  Hinchliffe 

Mrs.  L.A.  Jeffery 

Mrs.  E.M.  Liptrot 

Mrs.  17.  Theaker 

Mrs.  Y/.C.  Vontom 

Ms.  M.M.  Williams 


l60  part-time  domestic  helps,  caretakers,  clinic  cleaners,  et 


CYJffi  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN  AND  NURSING  SERVICES 


(a)  Child  Welfare  Clinics 

There  are  11  fixed  clinics  and  one  mobile  clinic  serving  the  rural  parish 
of  Kirk  Smeaton  whore  a doctor  and  health  visitor  attend  to  give  advice  on  the 
many  problems  associated  \rith  the  rearing  of  healthy  children.  Protective 
inoculations  and  advice  on  feeding  problems  continue  to  play  an  important  part  in 
the  function  of  the  clinics. 


The  clinic  voluntary  workers  play  a welcome  and  important  part  in  the  work  of 
the  clinic  and  I would  like,  once  again,  to  express  my  thanks  to  them. 

Details  of  the  clinics  and  brief  statistics  are  given  below: 


Address  of  Centre 

Day  of  Opening 

Ackworth  C.W.C., 

Mission  Rooms, 

Ackworth . 

Y/ednesday  afternoon 
(fortnightly) 

Thursday  afternoon 
(fortnightly  toddlers) 

Fitzwilliam  C.Y/.C. , 
Church  Hall, 
Fitzwilliam. 

Tuesday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

Groat  Houghton  C.Y/.C. , 
Methodist  Church, 

Great  Houghton. 

Tuesday  afternoon 
(fortnightly) 

Grimethorpe  C.Y/.C., 

The  Clinic, 

Cemetery  Road, 
Grimethorpe. 

Wednesday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

Hemsworth  C . if.  C . , 

The  Clinic, 

Highfield  Road, 
Hemsworth . 

Thursday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

Havercrof t C .1/.  C . , 
Parish  Hall, 

Hover croft. 

Thursday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

Shafton  C.Y/.C., 
Methodist  Church, 
Shafton. 

Y/ednesday  afternoon 
(fortnightly) 

South  Elmsall  C../.C. , 
The  Clinic, 

Westfield  Lane, 

South  Elmsall. 

Monday  (all  day) 

Y/oekly 

No.  of  Children 

Attended  During 

the  Year 


Total 

Attendances 


269  2,306 


179  1,341 


118 


490 


323  1,715 


197  2,469 


195  1,050 

106  374 

144  2,060 
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Address  of  Centre 

Day  of  Opening 

South  Hiendley  C.’J.C., 
Methodist  Chapel, 

South  Hiendley. 

Tuesday 

(fortnightly) 

South  Kirlcby  C.77.C., 

The  Clinic, 

Lydgate  Rise, 

South  Kirkby. 

Monday  (all  day) 
weekly 

Upton  C.Y7.C. , 
welfare  Hall, 

Upton. 

Tuesday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

Mobile  Clinic, 

Kirk  Smeaton. 

Friday  morning 
(fortnightly) 

No.  of  Children 

Attended.  During 

the  Year 


Total 

Attendances 


41  415 


421  2,309 


125  965 

14  90 

2,132  16,400 


There  was  a fall  in  the  number  of  children  attending  the  clinics  and  a 
corresponding  fall  in  the  number  of  total  attendances.  The  value  of  the  clinics, 
however,  is  not  to  be  measured  only  in  terms  of  numbers  and  the  quality  of  service 
and  the  benefit  derived  by  the  children  is  the  real  measure  of  the  usefulness  or 
otherwise  of  the  clinics.  I firmly  believe  this  to  bo  so. 

(b)  ^site-natal  Clinics 

Grimethorpe  continued  to  be  the  only  clinic  with  a Local  Authority  Mecical 
Officer  in  attendance.  In  all  others  the  midwife  ran  advisory  educational  and 
relaxation  classes. 


Brief  statistics 

of  ante-natal  clinics 

are  given  below? - 
Total  number  of 

Total  Attendances 

Clinic 

Day  of  Opening 

women  who  attended 

Drs. 

Relaxation 

during  I960 

Sessions 

Sessions 

Ackworth  ANC, 

Mission  Rooms, 
..akefiold  Road, 
Ackworth . 

Tuesday  afternoon 
(fortnightly) 

14 

- 

70 

Grimethorpe  ANC, 

The  Clinic, 

Cemetery  Road, 
Grimethorpe. 

Tuesday  morning 
(weekly) 

171 

969 

03 

Havercroft  ANC, 

Parish  Hall, 
Havercroft. 

Tuesday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

26 

- 

65 

Hemsworth  ANC, 

The  Clinic, 

Highfields  Road, 
Hemsworth . 

Wednesday  morning 
(weekly) 

20 

- 

06 
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Total  number  of 

Total  Attendances 

Clinic 

Day  of  Opening 

women  who  attended 

Drs . 

Relaxation 

during  i960 

Sessions 

Sessions 

South  Kirkby  AKC, 

The  Clinic, 

Lydgate, 

Tuesday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

36 

- 

200 

South  Kirkby. 

267 

969 

512 

(c)  Health  Visiting 

Each  year  sees  a slight  but  significant  shift  in  emphasis  in  the  work  of 
the  Health  Visitors.  More  important  that  the  sheer  number  of  visits  is  the  value 
of  each  visit  and  particularly  in  helping  the  elderly  with  their  problems  in  our 
complex  society  patience  and  willingness  to  take  time  for  explanation  and  discussion 
are  the  necessary  qualities  of  a good  Health  Visitor. 

I believe  my  staff  have  these  qualities. 


Total  visits  tos-  Children  bom  in  i960  1,106 

Children  born  in  1967  1,24-2 
Children  bom  in  1963/66  1,992 
Tuberculosis  Households  110 
Persons  aged  65  or  over 

(excluding  domestic  help  visits)  1,291 
Visits  to  Home  Help  cases  1»740 
Other  cases  1,071 
Problem  families  01 
Clinic  Sessions  2,017 


(d)  Midwifery 

There  wore  347  domiciliary  confinements.  The  domiciliary  midwives  also  attended 
540  mothers  who  were  confined  in  hospital  but  were  discharged  before  the  10th  day. 

As  hospital  confinements  increase  so  the  domxciliary  decrease,  but  early  discharge 
from  hospital  ensures  that  the  midwives  are  fully  employed. 


The  notified  births  in  the  Division  totalled  1,199* 


Illegitimate  Children 


61  cases  were  especially  dealt  with  during  the  year.  There  were  44  single 
women  for  many  of  whom  a three  month  stay  in  moral  welfare  home  was  arranged 
and  the  County  Council  accepted  financial  responsibility  for  their  maintenance. 


Age  Group  of  Mothers 


15-19  years  20 
20-24  years  17 
25-29  yearn  6 
30-39  years  9 
40  and  over  1 


Care  of  Baby 


Marriage  3 
Baby  Died  1 
To  care  of  grandparents  1 
Baby  adopted  0 
Baby  fostered  2 
Mother  keeping  baby  46 
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61 


61 


Premature  Infants 


08  babies  weighing  5i?  lbs.  or  less  at  birth  were  notified  in  the  Division 


during  i960. 

Details  are 

as  follows 

s- 

Place  of  Birth 

Total 

Stillborn 

Alive 

24  hrs. 

Died  Within 

1 week  4 weeks 

Survived 
over  4 weeks 

Home 

9 

1 

0 

2 

1 

5 

Hospital 

79 

12 

67 

3 

1 

63 

00 

13 

75 

5 

2 

60 

(e)  Home  Nursing 

The  work  ox  the  Home  Nurses  is  invaluable  in  relieving  some  of  the  pressure  on 
hospital  beds  and  where  such  skilled  nursing  is  available  in  the  home  earlier 
discharge  of  post  operative  cases  becomes  possible.  This  increase  in  work  and 
responsibility  i3  Y/elcomed  by  the  nurses. 

Brief  statistics  are  given  below: - 

Total 

Patients  aged  65  and  over  included  above 
Patients  who  received  more  than  24  visits 

OTHER  HEALTH  SERVICES 

(a)  Domestic  Help3 

At  the  year  end,  the  Division  had  an  establishment  of  43  equivalent  full-time 
Hone  Helps  and  required  to  draw  12  from  the  County  Central  Pool;  giving  the 
equivalent  of  60  full-time  Domestic  Helps  at  the  year  end. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  143  part-time  v/orkers  were  employed  in  the  service. 

The  number  and  type  of  cases  helped  are  as  follows 


Cases  Visits 

2,409  33,675 

1,020  23,200 

340  25,719 


Type 

Aged  65  and  over 

Under  65  years: 

(a)  Chronic  sick  and  T.B. 
(b^  Maternity 
(c)  Others 


No.  of  cases 

Total  Hours  Employed 

797 

110,735 

51 

7,005 

6 

256 

41 

4,237 

395 

122,283 
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Each  year  I report  an  increased  number  of  cases  requiring  and  getting  an 

increased  number  of  hours,  and  this  year  is  no  exception. 

Although  the  demand  continues  to  increase  and  there  is  no  sign  as  yet  of  an 

end  to  the  demand  the  measure  of  the  success  of  the  service  is  to  be  seen  in  the 

increasing  numbers  of  elderly  citizens  loading  happy  lives  in  their  own  homes. 

(b)  Chiropody 


Statistics  are  given 

below;- 

Agency  Services 

At  Surgery 

or  Clinic 

At  Home 

gZBS. 

Pensioners 

of  Case 

Physically  Hand, 

(Hems worth  and  District 
Old  Peoples  Welfare 
Association) 

Total  patients  treated 

106 

54 

154 

6 

Total  treatments  given 

454 

240 

- 

- 

Direct  Service 

At  Surgery 

At  Home 

Type 

of  Case 

or  Clinic 

Pensioners 

Physically  Hand, 

Services  arranged  at 

7/est  Riding  Clinics. 

Total  patients  treated 

1,001 

551 

1,510 

34 

Total  treatments  given 

4,000 

2,200 

- 

- 

(c)  Loan  of  Nursing  Equipment 

Considerable  stocks  of  nursing  equipment  ranging  from  bedding  to  wheel  chairs 
are  held  by  home  nurses  and  at  the  Health  Department  for  issue  on  loan  to  patients 
being  nursed  at  home.  In  all  some  40  different  items  are  stocked  and  many  more  can 
be  obtained  from  central  supplies  at  short  notice. 

Some  973  loans  were  made  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  133  on  the  previous 

year. 

(d)  Ambulance  Service 


All  ambulance  calls  in  the  Division  are  dealt  with  by  the  South  Kirkby  Depot. 
The  service  being  under  the  direct  control  of  the  County  xbnbulance  Officer  who  has 
kindly  sup, plied  the  information  relating  to  the  South  Kirkby  Depot; 


Outpatients 

32,173 

Admissions 

3,001 

Discharges 

1,040 

Transfers 

662 

Accident  Patients 

666 

- 0 - 


39,150 


Sitting  patients  34 >971 

Stretcher  cases  4 >179 

Mileage  travelled  303 >620 

Staff  Details: 

Station  Officer  1 

Driver/Attendants  36 

Telephonist  1 


(e)  Cervical  Cytology 


} 

1 

| Name  and  address  of  clinic 

! 

i - . . — 

No.  of 

Sessions 

held 

during 

year 

No.  of 
patients 
attending 
for  first 
time  dur- 
ing year 

Total 
no.  of 

smears 

taken 

No.  of 

patients 

with 

positive 

smears 



No.  of  patients 
referred  to 
general 
practitioners 
for  ? breast 
tumours 

t 

Grime thorpe  Clinic, 

Cemetery  Road, 

Grimethorpe. 

16 

145 

145 

- 

| Hemsworth  Clinic, 

; Highfield  Road, 

Hemsworth 

19 

203 

203 

- 

South  Elmsall  Clinic, 
b'estficld  Lane, 

South  Elmsall. 

24 

210 

210 

Ackworth  Clinic, 

Barnsley  Road, 

Ackworth . 

1 

17 

17 

Ryhill  Clinic, 

Mulberry  Place, 

Havercroft . 

2 

22 

22 

- 

f TOTALS 

62 

597 

r 

597  ! 

- 

(f)  Mental  Health  Services 


The  unobtrusive  but  effective  community  care  of  the  mentally  disturbed  continues 
year  by  year.  Though  the  public  at  large  are  still  in  the  main  ill-informed  about 
the  v/hole  field  of  mental  illness  and  mental  health,  I believe  there  is  an  increasing 
awareness  and  understanding  within  the  community  and  that  this  understanding  is 
gathering  momentum. 

The  number  of  patients  under  care  at  31*12.603 
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Mental 

liy  ill 

Psychopath 

Subnormal 

Severely 

Subnorma 

1 

TOTAL 

Under 

16 

Over 

16 

Under 

16 

Over 

16 

Under 

16 

Over 

16 

Under 

16 

Over 

16 

Attending 

Training  Centre 

Receiving  home 
visits  (not  included 

16 

28 

7 

8 

59 

above) 

— 

156 

— 

1 

8 

64 

12 

12 

253 

— 

156 

— 

1 

24 

92 

19 

20 

312 

(g)  National  Assistance  Act,  194-0  (Section  47) 


No  case  necessitated  action 

year. 

under  the 

section  of 

the  above 

Act  during 

the 

VACCINATION  AND  BMJNISATION 

(a)  Smallpox  Vaccination 

Age  Groups 

Under 

1 year 

1-2 

years 

2-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

15  years 
& over 

TOTALS 

Primary  vaccination 

18 

46 

70 

42 

35 

211 

Re- vaccination 

— 

— 

1 

11 

147 

159 

(b)  VAC CIN  -TION  AftuINST  POLIOMYELITIS 

Oral  Vaccine  - Primary  Vaccination 

Born  in  Years 

I960 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1961-64 

Others  under  16 
Others  over  16 


No.  of  persons  vaccinated  during  the 
year  1968  who  completed  3 oral  vaccinations 

93 

513 

75 

10 

124 

35 

11 


369 


No.  of  persons  given  a fourth 
booster  oral  vaccination  during  the  year 

Total  number  of  persons  now  protected 
3 injections  or  3 oral 

nave  naa  eixner  a 
fourth  injection  or  a 
fourth  oral 
vaccination. 


917 

30,549  Of  this  number  9 >970 
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(c)  VACCINATION  AGAINST  MEASLES 


No.  of  children  vaccinated  against  measles  as  follows ?- 


Bom  in  years; 


1963 

12 §1 

I966 

I965 

I96I- 

I2M 

1952- 

1960 

TOTAL 

1 

35 

53 

48 

600 

35 

772 

(d)  B.C.G. 

Vaccination 

against 

Tuberculosis 

(i)  Contact  Scheme 


All  contacts  of  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  sought  and  offered  skin  testin 
and  B.C.G.  vaccination  if  necessary.  This  is  arranged  by  the  Chest  Physician  actin 
on  behalf  of  the  County  Council. 

All  those  negative  to  skin  tests  are  offered  vaccination. 

No.  Skin  Tested  No.  Negative  No.  Vaccinated 

71  16  16 

Details  of  those  vaccinated  were  as  follows? 

0-4  years  - 10  5-15  years  - 6 

(ii)  Schoolchildren 


Skin  testing  for  B.C.G.  Vaccination  is  offered  to  all  schoolchildren  in  or 
about  their  13th  year.  Details  of  the  work  carried  out  in  1968  are  as  follows? 

No.  offered  tuberculosis  testing  and 

vaccination  if  necessary  507 


No.  of  acceptances 
Percentage  of  acceptances 
No.  actually  tested 
Result  of  test? 

positive  21 

negative  323 

not  ascertained  42 

Percentage  positive 

No.  Vaccinated 


442 


391 


391 

6/0 

320 
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(e)  Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Immunisation  carried  out  during  I960: 


Children  horn  in  years 


i960 

1261 

1966 

1965 

12M 

1959- 

1963 

12M- 

1950 

TOTAL 

No.  of  children  who 

completed  a full  course 
of  primary  immunisation 

09 

300 

39 

14. 

23 

250 

29 

024 

Total  no.  of  children 

given  booster 
injections 

— 

34 

66 

17 

100 

003 

21 

1,121 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  number  of  children  within  the  Division 


under  the  age  of 

15  years  who 

have  been  protected 

against 

diphtherias- 

Under 

1-4 

5-9 

10-14 

Under 

1 

1964- 

1959- 

1954- 

15 

Bom  in  year 

I960 

1967 

1963 

1950 

Total 

1964-60 

09 

3,416 

4,213 

1,110 

0,020 

1963  or  earlier 

— 

530 

3,305 

3,643 

(f)  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 


Immunisation  carried  out  during  i960 

Age  at  final  injection 

Under  6 months 
6 months  to  1 year 

1- 2  years 

2- 3  years 

3- 4  years 


Ho.  of  children  who  completed 
a full  course 

253 

106 

60 

20 

13 


532 


Whooping  Cough  is  only  given  to  children  up  to  the  age  of  4 years  but  the 
following  table  gives  the  number  of  children  protected  since  the  scheme  began* 


Age  at  31*12.60  Under  1 1-4  .years  3-9  years  10-14  .years 


Under  15 

years 

Total 


09 

(g)  Tetanus  Immunisation 


3,406  3,991 


2,920  10,406 


Immunisation  carried 
I960 

09 


out  during  the  year* 


1211 

1966 

1212 

I2& 

1959- 

1963 

1954- 

1950 

TOTAL ' 

300 

39 

14 

23 

252 

76 

073 

34 

66 

17 

100 

007 

36 

1,140 

Primary  Course 
Booster 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


(a)  Periodic  Medical  Inspections 

During  the  year  2,936  children  wore  examined  and  423  were  found  to  require 
treatment,  140  being  for  defective  vision. 

Selective  medical  examinations  came  into  operation  during  the  year  and  it  was 
found  that  969  children  were  found  not  to  warrant  a medical  examination. 

(b)  Handicapped  Pupils 

22  children  were  ascertained  as  requiring  special  educational  treatment  beyond 
the  resources  of  the  ordinary  school.  Details  of  recommendations  are  as  follows s 

13  to  special  schools  for  educationally  sub-normal  children 
3 to  special  schools  for  delicate  children 
1 to  special  school  for  physically  handicapped  children 
5 to  special  schools  for  maladjusted  children 

(c)  Consultant  Clinics 


Specialist  Eye,  Orthopaedic  and  Paediatric  Clinics  are  held  at  the  Ilemsworth 
Clinic  by  arrangement  with  the  Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  details  are  as 
follows s- 

Efy-e  Clinics 


Ho.  of  children  who  attended 

during  i960 


Ho.  of  pupils  for  ;hom  glasses 

were  prescribed 


074 


309 


Ho.  of  clinics  held  in  the  year;  52 


Orthopaedic  Clinic 


Ho.  of  sessions  held  during 

I960 


Ho.  of  children  who attended 


8 


57 


Ho,  of  children  referred  from  the  clinic 

for  operative  treatment  as  short  stay  cases 


Paediatric  Clinic 


Ho.  of  sessions  held  during 

I960 

0 


Ho.  of  children  who  attended 

38 


Total  attendances;  77 

Speech  Therapy 

113  half  day  sessions  were  held  during  the  year,  treating  09  children.  23 
children  were  discharged,  16  speech  normal,  1 speech  improved,  1 admitted  to 
special  school,  and  5 left  district. 
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Special  Medical  Examinations 


In  addition  to  the  normal  school  and  clinic  work,  the  Divisional  Medical 
Staff  also  carried  out  6l  examinations  of  entrants  to  Training  Colleges  and  4 
examinations  under  the  Employment  of  Children  Regulations. 

Minor  ailment  Clinics 

These  are  held  at  clinics  throughout  the  Division  and  during  the  year  34 
pupils  were  treated  by  Health  Visitors. 

Infestation  './ith  Vermin 

Tho  Health  Visitors  carried  out  cleanliness  inspections  in  schools.  11,730 
inspections  v;ere  carried  out  and  242  children  v/ere  found  to  be  infested. 
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HEMS WORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEFECTOR'S  ANNUAL 

REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  EHDIl-IG- 

3 1ST  DECEMBER  v 1968. 


Public  Health  Inspector's  Department, 
Urban  Council  Offices, 

White  Hall, 

HEMSWORTH. 


Mr,  Chairman,  Mrs.  Hardy  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  approval  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
sanitary  circumstances  of  your  district  for  the  year  1968.  This  is  my  19th 
Annual  Report. 

I was  advised  that  the  estimated  population  for  mid-1968  was  15,040,  a 
figure  of  780  less  than  the  estimated  figure  for  1967,  probably  suggesting  that 
these  figures  required  amendment. 

The  Urban  District  comprises  the  townships  of  Hemsworth,  Kinsley  and 
Fitzwilliam  and  has  a total  acreage  of  4,  I63.  The  predominent  sources  of 
employment  are  associated  with  the  Coal-Mining  Industry. 

Following  the  pattern  of  reports  in  past  years  I have  divided  this  report 
into  four  main  sections  as  follows 

1.  Housing  and  General  Sanitary  Administration. 

2.  Food  Administration  and  Inspection. 

3 . Air  Pollution . 

4.  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

My  Department  was  obliged  to  function  under-staffed  for  long  periods  during 
the  year:  Mr.  K.  Stewart  took  up  his  duties  as  Deputy  Public  Health  Inspector  on 
the  1st  of  March,  1968,  although  his  appointment  had  been  made  as  long  ago  as 
November,  1967,  and  within  a few  days  of  his  arrival  he  was  obliged  to  deputise 
in  my  unavoidable  absence  for  virtually  the  whole  of  the  follov/in g three  months. 
Later  in  the  year  Mr.  P.  Lonsdale  who  had  been  employed  as  a Student  Public 
Health  Inspector  over  the  past  two  years  was  transferred  to  duties  with  another 
Council  Department.  Mrs.  B.  Edwards  was  introduced  part-time  into  the  Department 
in  November  to  assist  Mrs.  H.  Bush  with  clerical  duties. 

SECTION  I 

1 • HOUSING  AND  GENERAL  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 

88  dwellings  were  built  within  the  district  during  1968,  all  by  private 
entexprise  for  owner-occupation. 

26  dwellings  were  demolished  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  dwellings  within  the  district  at  the  end  of  1968  was  4656. 

The  Council  now  owns  more  than  2,000  dwellings  within  the  district;  J22  are 
owned  by  the  National  Coal  Board  mainly  at  Fitzwilliam;  some  1,150  houses  are 
owner-occupied  and  approximately  780  are  let  by  private  owners  to  families  on  a 
weekly  tenancy  at  rents  varying  from  18s.  Od.,  to  £2  Os.  Od. , per  week, 
depending  upon  rent  control. 

The  following  table  may  be  of  interest:- 


No.  of  houses 

Estimated 

Average  Nos.  of 

within  the 

Mid-Year 

Persons  per 

Urban  District 

Population 

House 

1968  

4656 

15,040 

3.1 

1967  

4594 

15,820 

3.4 

1938  

3022 

12,790 

4.2 

1921  (formation  of  U.D.C.) 

2089 

11,305 

5.4 
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(a)  The  Older  Houses 

The  elimination  of  old  worn  out  houses  and  the  improvement  of  houses 
considered  worthy  of  improvement  has  long  "been  one  of  the  main  interests  of  the 
Council’s  Health  Department. 

While  approximately  250  old  properties  at  Hemsworth  and  Kinsley  have  been 
demolished  and  families  rehoused  during  the  past  15  years , it  was  known  that  at 
least  a further  200  houses  were  likely  to  be  below  standard  and  unworthy  of 
improvement  during  1968;  the  rehousing  of  the  occupiers  of  these  properties  is, 
of  course,  conditioned  by  the  availability  of  alternative  accommodation  and  it  has 
not  been  possible  for  the  Council  to  build  new  houses  for  this  purpose:  the  high 
cost  of  building,  with  high  interest  rates  for  the  borrowing  of  money  for  housing, 
and  the  non-availability  of  sites  for  the  building  of  new  houses  in  recent  years 
have  all  combined  to  be  responsible  for  the  relatively  slow  rate  of  elimination  of 
the  known  slum  clearance  problem  within  the  district.  The  average  yearly  rate  of 
clearance  of  unfit  houses  has  been  22  in  recent  years;  19  houses  were  demolished 
during  1968  and  a further  7 prefabricated  aliminium  bungalows  were  also  demolished. 

The  slum  clearance  problem  is  known  and  suitable  action  can  be  and  is  being 
taken:  however,  the  position  is  not  quite  so  clear-cut  with  regard  to  the  older 
houses  requiring  to  be  improved.  These  are  houses  not  likely  to  be  affected  by  any 
clearance  schemes  for  many  years  and  yet  they  are  houses  without  indoor  sanitation, 
without  hot  water  facilities,  they  lack  a bath  and,  in  some  cases,  even  electricity. 
Almost  all  are  houses  held  on  a weekly  tenancy  and  privately  owned.  They  could, 
and  they  should  be  improved,  but  the  obstacle  is  the  cost  whioh  would  be  incurred 
in  doing  so;  grants  are  available  to  provide  certain  indoor  facilities  but  costs 
can  still  amount  to  some  £200  or  so  to  be  met  by  the  owner,  and  in  many  cases  the 
owner  simply  does  not  have  the  money  for  this  purpose.  In  other  instances  the 
owner  does  not  consider  it  worth  his  while  from  the  financial  return  by  wa y of 
higher  rents.  The  net  result  is  that  these  houses  are  not  improved  and  the 
occupiers  look  to  the  Council  to  offer  them  Council  house  accommodation.  It  is 
not  likely  that  owners  of  these  properties  will  ever  collectively  volunteer  to 
improve  them  and  the  remedy  is  inevitably  one  of  direction  by  the  Council,  perhaps 
on  a street  by  street  basis  as  has  been  done  so  effectively  in  Leeds. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  only  43  applications  for  grant  were  made  to  improve 
old  properties  during  1968  and  almost  all  were  applications  by  owner-occupiers. 

It  is,  however,  pleasing  to  record  that  the  ilational  Coal  Board  has  continued 
work  on  the  improvement  of  its  houses  within  the  district  by  the  conversion  and 
extension  of  ground  floor  accommodation  to  provide  a bathroom  and  indoor  sanitation 
to  a further  248  of  its  houses  at  Kinsley  and  Fitzwilliam  during  1968. 

The  National  Coal  Board  have  realised  the  fruitlessness  of  improving  30  houses 
in  G-orton  Street,  Kinsley,  and  have  pursued  the  policy  to  close  them  as  they  became 
untenanted  during  the  year. 

Within  the  Council’s  own  possession  of  some  2,000  houses,  724  dwellings  built 
before  1939  were  considered  to  require  improvement  although  none  were  without  indoor 
sanitation  and  other  facilities,  rather  were  the  improvements  intended  to  bring  the 
houses  in  line  with  up-to-date  standards,  and  the  Council  decided  during  the  year  as 
a first  phase  to  improve  11  houses  in  St.  Helens  Avenue  at  Hemsworth,  and  as  a 
second  phase  to  improve  74  aged  persons  bungalows  at  Hemsworth  and  Fitzwilliam. 

Outside  the  scope  of  house  improvement  is  the  very  real  problem  of  house 
repair.  Both  the  Council  and  the  National  Coal  Board  have  organised  housing 
maintenance  departments  to  deal  with  housing  repair  work.  Owner  occupiers,  of  course, 
undertake  maintenance  work  for  their  own  properties  and  the  control  of  this  is 
within  their  own  hands.  Occupiers  of  tenanted  houses  which  are  privately  owned, 
however,  rely  upon  the  good  offices  of  their  respective  landlords  for  maintenance 
work,  and  as  maintenance  work  incurs  costs,  difficulties  arise;  the  one  redress 
the  occupier  possesses  is  resource  to  the  Council’s  Health  Department  with  a 
complaint  which,  when  received,  sets  in  motion  the  enforcement  provisions  of  the 
Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  for  the  enforcement  of  the  necessary  repair  works; 
unfortunately  this  is  often  a lengthy  procedure  although  ultimately  effective. 

However,  the  Acts  do  provide  the  remedy  and  tenants  of  these  houses  should  avail 
themselves  of  these  powers  of  enforcement;  it  is  a curious  fact  that  some  tenants, 
particularly  the  older  tenants  have  a fear  of  eviction  by  making  complaint  when 
a landlord  will  not  undertake  repair  works. 
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(b ) Slim  Clearance  Properties 

There  was  a steady  progress  with  this  work  throughout  the  year.  At  Hemsworth 
it  was  concentrated  at  York  Street  and  in  the  High  Street/Highfield  Road  area. 

At  Kinsley  it  was  concentrated  at  Outgang  Terrace  and  Wakefield  Road  (New  Row) 
insofar  as  houses  were  closed  to  await  block  demolition. 

1968  saw  the  demolition  of  Nos.  1-23  York  Street  and  Nos.  3-15  High 
Street,  at  Hemsworth,  and  both  sites  were  cleared  by  the  Council  in  the  default 
of  the  owners. 

An  alarming  feature  throughout  the  year  was  at  times  the  incredible  damage 
which  occurred  to  empty  houses  awaiting  demolition  and  the  appalling  danger 
presented  to  trespassers  as  a result.  It  was  always  a matter  of  relief  when 
blocks  of  property  were  finally  demolished;  it  is  most  unfortunate  that 
inevitably  houses  have  to  stand  empty,  sometimes  over  periods  of  several  months, 
before  demolition  work  is  possible  on  a complete  block.  This  time  lag  must  be 
cut  to  an  absolute  minimum  to  avoid  a tragedy  and  depends  entirely  upon  a swift 
rate  of  rehousing. 

The  Council  will  pursue  its  slum  clearance  programme  in  the  High  Street/ 
Highfield  Road  area  of  Hemsworth  and  at  Wakefield  Road  and  Outgang  Terrace  at 
Kinsley.  A list  of  houses  likely  to  be  subjected  to  demolition  has  been  prepared 
and  houses  placed  in  a probable  order  of  priority  for  attention  in  order  that  the 
Council's  plan  for  the  elimination  of  unfit  houses  might  continue  progressively. 

For  that  purpose  it  is  considered  that  Junction  Street  and  properties  at  Grove 
Lane  at  Hemsworth,  together  with  houses  at  King  Street  and  Victor  Street  at 
Kinsley,  will  feature  on  the  Council's  near  future  clearance  plans. 

(c)  New  Housing 

Planning  permission  was  given  to  private  developers  for  59  new  dwellings  off 
Station  Road,  Hemsworth,  during  the  year.  It  would  appear  that  there  is  a steady 
demand  for  bungalows  even  though  building  costs  continue  to  rise. 

The  Council's  housing  programme  has,  unfortunately,  been  delayed  at  Hemsworth 
by  difficulties  arising  as  a result  of  proposed  coal  workings  under  available  sites, 
and  from  meetings  with  representatives  of  the  National  Coal  Board  there  appeared 
little  prospect  of  an  early  use  of  these  sites  for  building  purposes.  However,  the 
Council  was  able  to  make  use  of  a site  on  the  Highfield  Estate  and  during  the  year 
work  began  on  the  erection  of  40  dwellings  in  this  area;  additionally  the  Council 
was  informed  that  planning  approval  had  been  granted  for  the  siting  and  design  of 
30  new  dwellings  to  be  erected  in  and  adjacent  to  Fitzwilliam  Street,  Kinsley;  the 
Ministry  approval  for  these  dwellings  was  given  on  the  grounds  that  they  were  to  be 
used  mainly  for  slum  clearance  purposes. 

(d)  Overcrowding  of  Houses 

This  is  not  now  thought  to  be  a problem  of  any  serious  proportions  within  the 
district  although  occasionally  cases  are  notified  and  require  to  be  investigated, 
there  v/ere  five  such  cases  during  the  year  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Council. 

(e)  Tents,  vans  and  other  temporary  housing  accommodation 

There  were  no  licensed  sites  for  caravans  or  similar  structures  within  the 
urban  district  during  the  year.  Occasionally  travelling  caravans  used  by 
traders  made  use  of  open  land  within  the  district;,  and  when  it  appeared  likely 
that  they  were  to  make  a prolonged  stay  the  people  concerned  were  asked  to  move 
on  as  complaints  from  local  residents  were  invariably  received.  There  were  no 
problems  in  connection  with  caravans  during  the  year. 

2.  NUISANCE  INSPECTIONS 

The  term  "nuisance"  covers  a wide  variety  of  matters  within  the  scope  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936.  It  may  be  defined  broadly  as  anything  injurious  or 
likely  to  be  injurious  to  the  health  and  well  being  of  the  individual.  All 
complaints  made  were  investigated  and  the  necessary  action  taken.  It  may  be 
interesting  to  note  that  noise  nuisances  appeared  to  be  more  prevelant,  no  doubt 
due  to  the  increased  use  of  mechanical  equipment;  in  this  particular  respect 
noise  from  the  use  of  a com  dryer  by  a Kinsley  farmer  led  to  a petition  from  a 
number  of  residents  in  that  area  for  remedial  action. 


NUISANCE  INSPECTIONS  (Continued) 
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Noise  nuisance  by  the  use  of  radio  and  television  sets  is  rather  more  limited 
in  extent  but  nevertheless  is  often  a source  of  intense  worry  and  concern  to 
immediate  neighbours  of  offending  households. 

3 • SANITARY  ACCOMODATION 

(a)  The  following  table  shows  the  position  at  the  end  of  1968:- 


No.  of  houses  within  the  district 4656 

No.  of  houses  drained  to  sewers  4632 

No.  of  houses  with  pails  or  tub  closets  ..  1 

No.  of  houses  with  privies  1 

No.  of  houses  drained  to  cesspools  ..  ..  15 

No.  of  houses  drained  to  small  sewage 

disposal  plants  7 


(b)  Cesspools  and  Small  Sewage  Disposal  Plants 

23  houses  and  bungalows  within  the  district  were  sited  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  existing  sewers  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  were  drained  either  to  cesspools  or 
to  small  sewage  disposal  plants.  Some  of  these  dwellings  are  so  far  removed  from 
existing  sewers  that  they  must  inevitably  be  serviced  by  either  cesspools  or  small 
sewage  disposal  plants.  However,  the  majority  of  these  dwellings  can  be  brought 
within  the  existing  sewage  schemes  by  the  extension  of  the  Council's  sewers  and 
work  is  in  progress  to  that  end. 

During  the  year  the  drainage  from  0 dwellings  and  office  premises  at 
Fitzwilliam  Lane  Ends  was  brought  into  the  Council’s  sewers  by  means  of  arrangements 
associated  with  a new  ejector  station;  the  cesspools  and  sewage  disposal  plants 
were  thereby  eliminated.  A much  larger  scheme  was  completed  during  the  year  to 
deal  with  the  drainage  of  houses  in  the  Station  Road,  Pontefract  Road  and  Royd  Moor 
Lane  areas  of  Homsi7orth  to  replace  22  cesspools,  end  again  the  principle  was  one  of 
draining  these  houses  to  an  ejector  station  for  the  effluent  to  be  pumped  to  the 
Counc il ’ s sewer . 

The  only  remaining  concentration  of  cesspools  will  then  exist  at  North  Walk, 
Hemsworth,  and  there  is  a possibility  that  these  will  eventually  be  eliminated 
with  tho  development  of  a nearby  site  for  housing  purposes. 

It  is  necessary,  of  course,  for  cesspools  to  be  emptied  of  their  contents  and 
for  the  small  sewage  disposal  plants  to  be  given  attention  from  time  to  time. 

This  work  is  undertaken  by  an  800  gallon  combined  street  gully  cleanser/cesspool 
emptier  vehicle;  cesspool  contents  are  discharged  into  the  Council's  sewers  from 
tho  cesspool  emptier.  It  will  be  necessary,  therefore,  to  retain  a vehicle  to 
deal  with  the  few  cesspools  which  will  remain  when  the  Council  has  completed 
sewer  extensions,  but  the  same  machine  will  give  attention  to  the  cleansing  of 
street  gullies. 

(c ) Drainage  - G-eneral  Position 

Tho  area  continued  to  be  served  by  three  Sewage  Works  viz.,  at  Hemsworth, 
Kinsley  and  Fitzwilliam,  until  May,  1968.  However,  a major  scheme  for  the 
replacement  of  the  Kinsley  Sewage  Works  which  commenced  in  1967  was  completed 
during  the  early  part  of  the  year  and  the  Council  was  informed  during  May  that 
all  sewage  from  Kinsley  was  now  being  pumped  to  the  Hemsworth  Sewage  Works  and 
that  the  Kinsley  Sewage  Works  were  now  redundant. 

Further  extensions  and  improvements  were  required  to  the  Hemsworth  Sewage 
Works  and  on  the  advice  of  Consultants  the  Council  accepted  in  principle  the 
replacement  of  three  old  filter  beds  by  one  single  filter  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  £34,000.  The  Consultants  expressed  concern  about  the  extremely  strong  nature 
of  the  effluent  at  the  Hemsworth  Sewage  Works  allegedly  due  to  the  addition  of 
trade  waste  from  the  local  slaughterhouses  and  tripe  dressing  premises,  and  the 
Council  was  advised  that  it  would  not  be  possible  to  make  final  proposals  to 
deal  with  the  additional  flows  to  the  HemBworth  Sewage  Works  until  this  problem 
had  been  disposed  of  satxsfao-fcorily. 
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From  time  to  time  v?ater  in  the  Hemsworth  area  has  created  problems  in  recent 
years,  particularly  in  the  Grove  Lane/Grove  Avenue  area,  and  a scheme  to  eleviate 
this  position  was  in  preparation  during  the  year. 

(d)  Public  Conveniences 

All  five  public  conveniences  within  the  district  were  subjected  to  damage 
during  the  year  and  the  Council's  maintenance  staff  was  often  working  under  some 
difficulty  to  maintain  them  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition.  The  culprits 
were  never  found, 

4.  WATER  SUPPLY 

Every  house  within  the  urban  district  was  provided  with  a piped  water  supply 
and  there  we re  no  complaints  of  insufficiency  of  supply  and  none  concerning  its 
purity.  Consumption  of  water  approximated  to  30  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

Water  is  supplied  to  the  area  by  the  Barnsley  Corporation  Waterworks 
Department,  As  in  recent  years  the  supply  mainly  originates  from  the  River 
Derwent  in  North  Yorkshire,  eventually  arriving  at  Ringstone  Hill  Reservoir  via 
the  Frickley  Pumping  Station,  I am  informed  that  there  is  a storage  capacity  of 
l|r  million  gallons  of  water  at  Ringstone  Hill  which  is  some  400  ft.  above  sea 
level;  this  height  ensures  a good  water  pressure  for  the  whole  district.  I am 
also  advised  that  moorland  and  borehole  water  supplies  are  available  to  supplement 
the  River  Derwent  supply,  but  normally  the  supply  is  river  water  which  has  been 
subjected  to  processes  of  purification  to  ensure  a safe  and  satisfactory  supply. 

The  natural  fluoride  content  of  the  water  was  given  as  .1  parts  per  million 
which  is  below  the  Ministry  of  Health's  recommended  .9  - 1.1  parts  per  million. 
Arguments  for  and  against  the  fluoridation  of  water  supplies  have  long  been  the 
subject  of  controversy,  but  Circular  24/68  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  urged 
local  authorities  to  adopt  fluoridation;  the  Council,  acting  on  this  advice, 
requested  the  Barnsley  Corporation  Water  Committee  to  take  the  necessary  aotion 
to  ensure  that  the  fluoride  content  was  maintained  at  the  recommended  level. 
However,  towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  was  advised  that  the  Barnsley 
Corporation  had  taken  no  action  in  response  to  the  Circular  and  it  was  then 
decided  to  support  a meeting  of  the  local  authorities  concerned  to  discuss  the 
subject. 

Charges  for  water  supplies  were  increased  during  the  year  leading  to  some 
protest.  The  Barnsley  Corporation  advised  that  the  increases  arose  mainly  from 
the  necessity  to  help  meet  the  cost  of  extra  water  required  for  domestic  consumers 
throughout  its  area,  and  that  consumption  in  terms  of  gallons  per  head  per  day 
was  continually  rising. 

The  provision  of  a safe  supply  of  water  in  satisfactory  quantities  is  no 
small  undertaking.  Its  purity  is  ensured  by  regular  sampling  and  examination  by 
the  Corporation's  own  staff  and  at  no  time  throughout  the  year  was  a complaint 
made  about  the  water  supply  to  the  district;  this  must  be  a silent  tribute  to 
the  efficiency  of  the  service  provided  and  taken  so  much  for  granted. 

5,  RATS  AND  MICE  CONTROL 


There  were  no  known  large  scale  rat  or  mice  infestations  at  any  premises  or 
on  any  land  within  the  district  during  the  year,  due  no  doubt  to  the  continual 
attention  given  to  work  under  this  heading  over  the  past  years.  Use  of  the 
poison  ’warfarin  over  the  past  15  or  16  years  has  most  certainly  kept  the  rodent 
population  in  check  and,  indeed,  been  responsible  in  the  main  for  considerably 
reducing  it.  It  was  always  hoped  that  rats  and  mice  could  be  totally  eliminated 
from  whole  areas  but  unfortunately  this  has  not  been  the  case  and  the  need  for 
careful  attention  to  control  work  persists.  Unfortunately,  while  warfarin  has 
been  so  effective  as  a poison,  cases  of  resistance  in  rats  and  mice  have  been 
noticed  since  1958  in  sono  parts  of  the  country  and’tho  continuance  of  resistance 
is  expected  to  increase.  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  has 
been  faced  with  a serious  problem  in  this  respect  and  has  attempted  to  contain 
areas  of  resistance  where  they  have  been  found,  but  it  is  now  thought  that  these 
barriers  have  been  broken.  There  was  no  evidence  locally  of  warfarin  resistance 
but  the  possibility  must  always  be  borne  in  mind. 
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One  man  was  employed  on  control  work  throughout  the  year  undertaking  inspections 
of  likely  sources  of  infestation  at  regular  intervals  and  dealing  suitably  with 
reported  infestations  which  were  usually  of  odd  rats  seen  in  a particular  locality. 
The  normal  practice  was  to  examine  the  drainage  in  close  proximity  to  any  source  of 
complaint  and  to  test  and  bait  the  manholes  in  the  immediate  area;  as  a result,  a 
full  test  of  the  sewers  of  the  entire  district  was  not  undertaken  during  the  year. 


The  following  details  of  infestation  work  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  for  the  year  1968:- 


1. 


2. 


(a)  Total  number  of  properties  (including 

Non  Agricultural 

Agricultural 

nearby  premises)  inspected  following 
notification  

33 

21 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats  ♦.  .. 

19 

10 

(ii)  Mice  .. 

22 

5 

(a)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 

. for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons 
other  than  notification  . . . . . . 

104 

64 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats  ..  .. 

36 

25 

(ii)  Mice  ..  .. 

17 

15 

6.  FACTORIES 


All  factories  within  the  district  require  to  be  registered  by  the  Council.  There 
are  two  types  of  factories  viz.,  mechanical  and  non-mechanical;  mechanical  factories 
using  power  for  the  actual  operation  of  the  factory  work. 

There  were  43  premises  registered  as  factories  in  1968  and  of  these  12  were 
associated  with  building  sites. 

The  Factory  Inspectorate  centred  at  Wakefield  enforces  those  provisions  of  the 
Factories  Act  which  refer  to  the  day  to  day  working  of  the  factory  including  safety 
provisions,  hours  of  work  and  working  conditions.  The  Council  enforces  the  provision 
of  suita.blc  and  sufficient  sanitary  accommodation  in  all  factories,  and  in  non- 
mechanical  factories  also  has  the  responsibility  for  enforcing  standards  of 
cleanliness,  heating  and  ventilation. 

Almost  all  the  factories  within  the  district  have  been  long  established  and 
managements  are  usually  anxious  to  comply  with  existing  factory  legislation. 


The  following  information  is  relevant  for  the  year  1968:- 


Part  I of  the  Act 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


, Number  of 


Premises 

(1) 

' Number 

on 

Reg|s^er 

Inspections  i Written 
! Notices 

(3)  ; M 

Occupiers 
; Prosecuted 

(3) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 aro  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  (i.e., 
factories  with  no  mechanical 
power) 

1 

1 

! 5 

1 

I 

— 1 — ~ — 

1 

| 

I 

15  ! * 

| 

■ ! 

1 

1 

i 

! 

L,  J 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  Local  Authority  (sanitary 
accommodation  i.e.,  factories 
with  mechanical  power) 

: 

) 

26 

! 

1 

1 

33  ! 1 

! 

' 

! 

i 

1 

- 

! 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  (excluding  out-  : 12 

workers’  premises) 

1 

i 

i 

11  ; 1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

• 

1 

Total 

! 43 

59  2 

i 
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2*  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


! 

! 

1 Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
were  found 

defects 

4 Number  of 
j cases  in  which 

• - r 
7 

Referred 

(1) 

Found 

(2)  • 

Remedied  ; To  H.M. 

; Inspector 

(3)  (O 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

j (5) 

, Prosecutions 
i were  instituted 
(6) 

j Want  of  cleanliness 

J 

1 i 

1 

— 

~ 

! 

1 

| Overcrowding 

- - . - — 

1 

Unreasonable 

. 

temperature 

j 

- i 

\ 

! 



i 

1 

" 

Inadequate  ventilation 

1 

j 

i 

1 

L 

- 

j Ineffecive  drainage  1 

; of  floors 

i . . 1 

_ i 

1 

t — — — 

— 

_ 

| Sanitary  Conveniences  1 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  ' 

soxes  j 

■ 

< 

1 

, — 

i 

1 S 

— — - — - . 

1 

: 

• -l-l 

! 

2 ...1 ) 

. 1 

| 

^ 1 ~ 

1 

4 i 

j 

r 

) 

Total  j 

4 

f 

_ 

! 

_ _ _ ...  » 

Part 

VIII  of 

the  Act  Homo  Work  (Sections  133  and  134) 

This  is  a reference  to  persons  who  undertake  certain  classes  of  factory  work 
at  home.  Owners  of  factories  are  obliged  to  notify  the  local  authority  concerned 
of  the  names  and  addresses  of  people  who  undertake  this  work  on  their  behalf. 

There  was  no  record  of  any  person  employed  as  an  outworker  within  the  district 
during  the  year. 

7 . OFFICES  AMD .SHOPS  ADMINISTRATION 

The  1963  Act  makes  provision  for  securing  the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of 
persons  who  work  in  office  or  shop  premises  and  is  applicable  to  premises  where 
employees  work  for  a period  exceeding  21  hours  per  week.  These  premises  require 
to  be  registered  by  the  Council  and  are  subject  to  inspection. 

There  were  91  promises  within  the  scope  of  the  Act  at  the  end  of  the  year  and 
all  had  been  subjected  to  at  least  one  inspection  during  1968.  'Where  there  were 
contraventions  of  the  Act,  the  persons  responsible  were  required  to  take  the 
necessary  action  to  comply;  by  personal  contact  with  employers  it  was  found  that 
most  were  anxious  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  existing  legislation. 

Apart  from  an  occasional  lapse  with  regard  to  cleanliness,  usually  associated 
with  sanitary  accommodation,  the  provision  and  maintenance  of  a satisfactory 
temperature  for  shop  promises,  particularly  in  periods  of  very  cold  weather,  was 
often  not  attained,  and  in  this  respect  it  was  usually  found  that  shop  employees 
were  not  anxious  to  make  complaint,  perhaps  for  obvious  reasons.  Shop  keepers 
selling  perishable  goods,  particularly  meat  and  meat  products,  cope  quite  readily 
during  periods  of  hot  weather  but  some  object  strongly  when  asked  to  provide 
heating  facilities  within  their  premises  during  periods  of  cold  weather  claiming 
that  the  meat  and  meat  products  will  be  adversely  affected. 

Notification  of  any  accident  which  occurs  in  an  office  or  a shop  incapacitating 
a person  for  more  than  three  days  from  doing  his  usual  work,  requires  to  be  notified 
forthwith  to  the  Council  and  the  practice  then  is  for  an  inspection  and  an  enquiry 
to  be  made.  No  such  accidents  were  notified  during  1968. 

Regular  inspections  of  offices  and  shops  are  required  and  the  aim  is  towards 
three  or  four  visits  of  inspoction  to  all  premises  annually. 
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The  following  information  was  supplied  to  the  appropriate  Department  of  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  for  the  year  under  review 


TABLE  A - Registrations  and 


Class  of  Premises 

(1) 

Total  number  of 
registered  premises 
at  end  of  year 

(2) 

Number  of  registered 
premises  receiving  a 
general  inspection 
during  the  year 
(3) 

Offices 

13 

13 

Retail  shops 

66 

66 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

2 

2 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens 

10 

10 

Fuel  storage  depots  Nil 

Nil 

Total  i 91 

91 

TABLE  B - Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  by 
Inspectors  to  Registered  premises 


121 

TABLE  C - Analysis  of  Persons  Employed  in 
Registered  Premises  by  Workplace 


Class  of  workplace 
(1) 

Number  of  persons  employed 
(2) 

Offices 

62 

Retail  shops 

161 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

11 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

40 

Canteens 

- 

Fuel  storage  depots 

Total 

274 

Total  Males 

82 

Total  Females  > 192 

8.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


As  in  past  years  enquiries  were  made  into  case  histories  of  all  reported 
notifiable  diseases  e.g.,  dysentery,  and  where  necessary  faeces  samples  were 
submitted  on  behalf  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  from  suspect  patients  and 
contacts  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Wakefield  for  examination. 

9.  PETROLEUM  STORA&E 


The  Council  has  the  responsibility  for  the  licensing  of  all  petroleum 
storage  premises  within  its  district.  This  work  was  undertaken  by  my  Department 
during  the  year.  All  licences  are  issued  from  the  1st  of  January  and  are  held 
for  one  year.  All  premises  must  comply  with  legislation  as  set  out  in  the 
Petroleum  Acts  and  Regulations. 

15  premises  were  licensed  during  1968  and  a fee  was  payable  dependent  upon 
the  quantity  of  petroleum  spirit  stored.  The  advice  of  the  Fire  Prevention 
Department  of  the  County  Fire  Service  was  sought  when  considered  necessary  and  all 
premises  were  subjected  to  an  annual  inspection  before  a licence  was  issued. 
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SECTION  II 


FOOD  INSPECTION  AND  ADMU'TIST  EAT  I OH 


All  food  shops  within  the  district  were  required  to  comply  with  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations,  and  all  occupiers  of  food  shops  are  regularly  made  aware 
of  the  standards  required  for  the  preparation,  handling  and  sale  of  food. 
Inspections  were  usually  made  in  conjunction  with  visits  under  the  Offices, 

Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  although  there  were  a number  of  food  shops,  in 
particular  the  house-shops,  which  because  they  do  not  employ  any  persons  are 
outside  the  requirements  of  the  latter  legislation.  The  intention  again  was 
to  ensure  that  all  food  premises  were  inspected  at  some  time  during  the  year 
and  this  was  achieved. 

There  were  94  food  shops,  11  food  premises  qualifying  as  bakehouses,  and 
a further  14  premises  qualifying  as  catering  establishments  within  the  district 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  standard  of  food  hygiene  achieved  depended  upon  the  individual  shop- 
keeper and  generally  was  satisfactory:  only  in  a small  number  of  instances  was 
it  necessary  to  maintain  close  supervision.  All  shop-keepers  selling  open  food 
(i.e.,  food  ready  for  immediate  consumption  without  further  preparation)  are  now 
well  aware  of  the  necessity  to  protect  it  against  contamination  while  offered 
for  sale,  and  most  realise  the  danger  associated  with  flies,  wasps  and  other 
insects  during  summer  months.  There  is,  however,  still  far  too  much  handling  of 
food  and  on  occasion  a fall  in  the  high  standard  demanded  on  food  preparation 
in  rear  rooms  and  outbuildings  associated  with  food  premises;  only  repeated 
visits  of  inspection  and  continual  emphasis  on  the  need  to  take  every  care  in 
this  work  will  raise  the  standard  of  food  hygiene  and  maintain  it  at  a desired 
level. 

Retailing  of  food  by  vans  is  now  an  established  method  of  food  sales.  All 
retailers  of  food  by  this  method  require  to  be  registered  by  the  Council  and  all 
have  to  comply  with  regulations  designed  to  ensure  a clean  and  safe  food  supply. 
Again,  however,  the  attitude  of  the  retailer  to  food  hygiene  standards  is  all 
important:  most  vans  offer  food  for  sale  in  a satisfactory  way  but,  as  with 
shops,  a few  vans  were  barely  satisfactory  and  required  careful  supervision. 

It  is  suggested  again  that  the  housewife  should  play  a major  part  here  by  refusing 
to  buy  food  that  is  not  handled  and  offered  for  sale  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

56  hawkers  of  food  were  registered  by  the  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Market  stalls  at  Hemsworth  were  in  use  once  or  twice  weekly  throughout  the 
year  for  the  sale  of  certain  wrapped  foods  and  for  the  sale  of  green  grocery 
products;  requests  were  again  received  during  the  year  from  food  traders, 
particularly  fish  vendors,  to  make  use  of  market  stalls  but  these  requests  were 
again  refused  due  to  the  absence  of  hot  and  cold  water  facilities. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

It  would  seem  inevitable  that  some  complaint  would  be  made  about  food 
contamination  at  some  time  during  the  course  of  a year  considering  the  relatively 
vast  amount  of  food  stuffs  sold  within  the  Council's  district.  I can  report, 
hoivever,  that  not  one  complaint  was  received  during  the  year.  ; 

the  following  information  is  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  under  this 
heading  for  1968:- 


The  Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations.  1963 

Number  of  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district  . . Nil 
Number  of  samples  of  liquid  egg  submitted  to  the 

Alpha-Amylase  test  ..  ..  Nil 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  i960 

Number  of  premises  ..  ..  H9 

Number  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  1 6 

(provision  of  hand-washing  facilities)  109 

Number  of  premises  to  which  Regulation  19  applies 
(provision  of  facilities  for  washing  food  and 

equipment 51 

Number  of  premises  fitted  to  comply  with  Regulation  19  47 
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Poultry  Inspection 

Number  of  poultry  processing  premises  within  the  district  - Nil 

It  appears  likely  as  soon  as  economic  conditions  allow  that  a poultry 
packing  station  will  be  established  in  the  Kinsley  area.  However,  no 
progress  was  made  in  this  direction  during  1968. 

(a)  Meat  Inspection 

There  are  four  slaughterhouses  within  the  district  slaughtering  cattle, 
sheep  and  pigs  for  human  consumption.  During  and  following  the  slaughtering 
of  animals,  inspection  of  the  carcases  and  associated  offal  was  always 
undertaken;  carcases,  parts  of  carcases  and  offals  which  did  not  satisfy 
the  standards  laid  down,  either  because  they  were  diseased  or  affected  with 
parasitic  conditions,  or  in  some  other  way  unfit  for  food,  were  rejected  and 
suitably  stained  with  a dye  to  prevent  their  use  for  human  consumption.  All 
carcases  and  offal  free  from  disease  following  the  routine  method  of  inspection 
were  stamped  by  the  Inspecting  Officer,  as  required  by  regulation,  before 
release  to  the  owner  of  the  slaughterhouse. 

Parasitic  conditions  were  the  principal  reason  for  the  condemnation  of 
animal  parts.  Livers  of  cattle  suffered  considerably  in  this  respect  and  a 
high  proportion  are  wasted  due  to  the  action  of  "liver  fluke".  A high 
proportion  of  sheep  lungs  were  also  affected  by  parasitic  conditions  which 
are  not  transferable  to  man.  Generally,  however,  condemnations  continued  at 
a very  low  level:  there  was  only  a single  case  of  tuberculosis  among  the  cattle 
inspected  throughout  the  entire  year  and  no  other  serious  condition  was 
discovered.  Owners  of  slaughterhouses  bought  a high  standard  of  animal  for 
slaughter  and  this  was  reflected  in  the  relatively  small  number  of  condemnations. 


The  following  information  is  relevant  to  work  under  this  heading:- 


Location  of  Slaughterhouses 

| Cattle 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Calves 

1. 

Market  Street,  Hemsworth 

J 1570 

1237 

5389 

3 

2. 

King  Edward  Street,  Hemsworth 

150 

j 

276 

319 

- 

3. 

"Springfield  Villa"  Hemsworth 

m 

118 

256 

- 

i -p- 

* 

Little  Hemsworth,  Hemsworth 

260 

117 

815 

- 

i 

Total 

| 2124 

1748 

6779 

3 

1 

I 

1 

Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

“1 

Pigs 

No.  of  animals  killed 

1897 

227 

3 

6779 

1748 

j No.  of  animals  inspected 

1897 

227 

3 

6779 

1748 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of  carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was  condemned 

850 

83 

1 

1754 

352 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 

33.3% 

25.8% 

20.1% 

1 tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

44.8% 

36.5% 

1 Tuberculosis  only 

r 

! Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

17 

i 

, Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

.052% 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0.972% 
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1 

! 

Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

! 

Pigs  | 

1 

j No.  of  animals  killed 

1897 

227 

3 

6779 

1748 

j No.  of  animals  inspected 

1 

1897 

227 

3 

6779 

1748 

! Cysticercosis 

1 

— “ 

1 Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

| Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

| G-eneralised  and  totally  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

ITil 

•Among  meat  and  offals  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  during 
1968  ware  the  following 


Cattle 


9 

Heads  • . 

• • 

0 t 

2 

Tongue  s 

• • 

• C 

396 

Livers  . . 

311 

Part  Livers 

• * 

• > 

102 

Lungs 

37 

Udders  . . 

• 0 

9 • 

9 

Hearts  . . 

323 

Lungs' 

n r 

.■  j 

19 

Livers  . . 

9 0 

" c 

19 

Heads  „ . 

0 

£ O 

24 

Hearts  . . 

3 

Part  carcases 

• 0 

• 0 

1743 

Lungs  

246 

Livers 

4 

Hearts  . . . . . , 

2 

Part  carcases 

The  total 

weight  of  meat  and  of fa 

estimated  to  be  5 tons,  11  cwt. 


Abscesses,  Actinomycosis,  C.  Bovis 
Abscesses,  Actinomycosis,  C.  Bovis 
Cirrhosis,  Abscesses,  etc. 
Cirrhosis  (parasitic  action) 
Parasitic,  Inflammation  etc. 
Inflammation 
Inflammation,  C.  Bovis. 


Inf lammati on 
Inf  lamina.' t ion 

Tuberculosis  and  abscesses 
Inflammation 

Inflammation  and  abscesses 


Parasitic,  Abscesses,  Inflammation 
Parasitic 
C.  Ovis 

C . Ovis 

.Is  unfit  for  human  consumption  was 


The  four  slaughterhouses  within  the  district  have  been  licensed  annually 
since  19 54  following  the  wartime  control  of  slaughtering  at  centralised 
slaughtering  points.  All  four  are  subject  to  an  annual  inspection  by  a 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Pood's  Inspector  and  have  to  comply 
with  standards  laid  down  by  Regulation 3 before  a licence  is  issued  on  the 
1st  of  January.  Each  slaughterhouse  is  required  to  be  fitted  with  a stunning 
pen  for  cattle;  it  requires  to  be  structurally  souhd,  internally  should  be 
readily  cleansed  and  suitable  for  the  hanging  of  carcases;  all  persons 
associated  with  the  handling  of  meat  awe  required  to  praotise  the  highest 
standards  of  food  hygiene  in  order  to  ensure  a clean  and  safe  product. 

As  slaughtering  work  was .regularly  undertaken  at  weekends  and  during 
holiday  periods,  it  was  necessary  for  inspection  work  to  take  place  outside 
normal  office  hours.  However,  in  spite  of  difficulties,  a 100^  meat 
inspection  service  was  attained  throughout  the  year. 
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There  are  certain  inedible  materials  to  be  disposed  of  with  the  slaughtering 
of  animals;  fortunately,  within  the  area  there  are  manufacturers  of  processing 
plants  prepared  to  deal  with  this  type  of  material  and  no  problem  arose  at  any  of 
the  four  slaughterhouses  in  this  respect.  The  disposal  of  stomach  contents  into 
the  Council's  sewers  has  already  been  mentioned;  this  has  been  the  practise  for 
many  years  and  if  this  material  is  to  be  disposed  of  in  another  way  the 
slaughterhouse  owners  concerned  may  run  into  difficulties. 

19  men  were  licensed  for  the  slaughter  of  animals  by  the  Council  during  the 
year  and  the  standard  of  dressing  of  caroases  was  satisfactory. 

(c ) Milk  ^Production  and  Sale 

All  milk  sold  within  the  district  was  bottled  and  delivered  in  pint  glass 
bottles  as  one  or  other  of  the  designated  categories  i.e.,  "T.T.  Raw  Milk" 
Pasteurised  and  Sterilised. 

Dairies  in  adjoining  large  towns  supplied  milk  to  local  holding  premises 
from  which  local  dairymen  supplied  the  individual  householder.  There  were  two 
small  bottling  plants  within  the  district  and  the  premises  were  licensed  by  the 
appropriate  County  Council  Department  and  were  not  subject  to  inspection  by 
the  local  Council  However  samples  of  milk  taken  from  one  of  the  farms  were 
found  to  be  affected  with  a condition  known  as  Brucellosis  and  it  was  necessary 
to  take  repeated  samples  of  milk  from  this  herd  from  time  to  time  throughout  the 
year;  until  the  herd  was  free  from  Brucellosis  milk  was  diverted  to  a local 
Dairy  for  pasteurisation.  Brucellosis  is  a condition  transferable  to  man  by 
drinking  untreated  milk  and  it  seems  unfortunate  that  this  risk  of  infection 
should  continue  when  it  might  so  readily  be  avoided  by  the  pasteurisation  of  all 
milk  offered  for  sale.  However,  while  the  public  remains  in  ignorance  of  this 
risk  there  will  continue  to  be  a sale  for  untreated  milk  even  though  it  has  the 
attractive  name  of  "Tuberculin  Tested". 

All  other  milks  supplied  from  local  herds  of  cattle  were  collected  by  the 
Dairy  Companies  concerned  and  submitted  to  pasteurisation. 

There  was  no  complaints  concerning  milk  supplies  other  than  stated 
throughout  the  year. 

Dairy  Companies  occasionally  refer  to  the  wastage  of  glass  milk  bottles 
by  customers  and  it  was  interesting  to  be  informed  that  the  average  "life"  of  a 
milk  bottle  was  apparently  only  7 usages;  certainly  a considerable  number  found 
their  way  onto  the  Council's  refuse  tip. 

(<l)  iue_-ciieam 

40  shops  within  the  district  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream. 

All  supplies  from  this  source  were  wrapped  and  sold  from  refrigerators. 

Open  ice-cream  appears  to  have  re-established  itself  and  there  was  a ready 
sale  in  all  weathers  within  the  district  throughout  the  year  from  retailing  vans 
whose  owners  required  to  be  registered  by  the  Counil. 

I'To  ice-cream  was  manufactured  within  the  district  for  sale;  all  supplies 
were  known  to  be  under  strict  control  at  the  sources  of  manufacture.  However, 
all  the  care  taken  in  manufacture  may  be  completely  eliminated  by  careless 
handling  of  unwrapped  ice-cream,  particularly  by  van  salesmen,  and  every  effort 
is  made  to  impress  upon  vendors  the  importance  of  practising  strict  personal 
hygiene . 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  about  this  commodity. 


- 13  - 


SECTION  III 
AIR  POLLUTION 

Since  the  advent  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  there  has  been  considerable 
progress  by  local  authorities  in  pursuance  of  "smoke  control  areas"  and  many 
towns  are  now  virtually  "smokeless"  in  the  sense  that  smoke  from  the  burning 
of  bituminous  coal  is  non-existent. 

Coal  mining  areas  have  had  a problem  peculiar  to  themselves  in  that  persons 
employed  in  the  industry  have  enjoyed  many  years  of  concessionary  coal  allowance 
and  have  always  been  used  to  burning  coal  on  the  domestic  firerange.  There  is  no 
argument  that  coal  burning  in  this  way  is  responsible  for  much  air  pollution; 
the  pollution  is  easy  to  see  and  is  always  heavy  in  periods  of  cold  weather. 

Most  households  within  the  district  bum  coal  on  the  domestic  range  as  the 
principal  source  of  heat  and  in  areas  of  concentrated  property  pollution  is 
heavy  and  at  a low  level.  Most  people  are  aware  of  this  but  are  reluctant  to 
consider  any  alternative  to  the  burning  of  coal  at  the  present  time  because  of 
the  high  cost  of  alternative  fuels,  particularly  solid  smokeless  fuels,  but  more 
especially  because  many  people  are  not  yet  convinced  that  there  is  a completely 
satisfactory  alternative  to  the  coal  fire.  However,  where  conversions  havo 
occurred  and  where  smokeless  fuels  are  used  as  in  several  South  Yorkshire 
colliery  towns,  households  have  eventually  welcomed  the  change  and  quickly 
appreciated  the  benefits  of  a cleaner  atmosphere. 

Unfortunately,  no  progress  was  made  in  smoke  control  so  far  as  the 
domestic  chimney  was  concerned  during  1968  and  the  position  was  not  improved 
by  the  constant  national  references  to  the  insuff iciency  of  solid  smokeless 
fuel  supplies;  in  this  latter  connection  it  would  appear  that  supplies  were 
not  always  as  plentiful  as  was  hoped  although  the  problem  locally  is  rather 
one  of  cost  and  not  essentially  of  supply. 

It  has  been  recorded  that  every  adult  breathes  on  average  18  times  a 
minute  and  about  25,920  times  a day  and  that  with  each  breath  he  exposes  an 
area  of  lung  about  the  size  of  a tennis  court  to  the  inrushing  air.  It  seems 
that  each  day  he  takes  in  about  15,000  quarts  of  air.  The  interesting  question 
has  been  posed  "why  then  do  we  treat  our  air  like  a sewer?" 

There  were  no  serious  problems  associated  with  pollution  from  the  small 
number  of  industrial  plants  within  the  district  as  they  have  all  been  suitably 
rendered  "smokeless"  in  recent  years.  The  local  brickworks  demolished  an  old 
chimney  during  the  year  and  commissioned  a new  104  ft.  chimney  by  way  of 
replacement.  Other  sources  of  pollution  were  created  from  time  to  time  by  the 
burning  of  industrial  wastes  but  they  did  not  give  rise  to  serious  nuisances 
at  any  time.  Much  attention  is  now  focused  nationally  on  road  traffic  pollution 
of  the  air.  Diesel  fumes  and  petrol  fumes  add  to  pollution  but  dispersal  is 
usually  rapid  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  or  not  concentrations  of  pollution 
occur  to  cause  a severe  nuisance  locally. 

As  far  as  the  district  is  concerned  a general  improvement  will  be  brought 
about  only  by  the  introduction  of  "smoke  control  areas".  As  a pre-requisite 
every  new  housing  estate  should  be  designated  "smokeless"  from  its  inception; 
oddly  enough  the  appropriate  Ministry  requires  the  submission  of  a complete 
and  progressive  plan  for  the  whole  district  before  approving  this  course  of 
action. 

The  measurement  of  atmospheric  pollution  is  undertaken  at  two  points 
within  the  district  in  two  separate  ways . Readings  at  Adiscombe  House  are 
the  more  reliable  and  comparisons  may  be  made  with  readings  undertaken  in 
other  districts.  While  these  figures  reflect  in  some  way  the  heavy  pollution 
of  the  atmosphere  locally,  much  heavier  pollution  could  be  demonstrated  at 
other  parts  of  the  urban  district. 

The  figures  are  as  follows :- 

( i ) Sootfall  readings  - Vale  Head  Park  Tons  per  square  mile 
1968  ' ' 135.26 
1967  120.31 

1966  123.74 

1965  148.00 
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(ii)  Adiscombe  House  , Barnsley  Road,  Hemsv/orth 


Smoke  Results  Sulphur  Dioxide  Results 

Micrograms  per  cu,  metre  Micrograms  per  cu.  metre 


Daily 

«•  » .fir.  '.J. 

Highest  No. 

of  Days 

Pqj-ly. 

Highest 

No. 

of  Days 

Smoke/SO, 

Average 

Daily  Exceeding 

Average 

Daily 

Exceeding 

Ratio 

Jan. 

. 

Reading  500 

441 

1,000 

Reading 

299 

300 

1,000 

Feb. 

March 

No  results  available 

220 

. 

183 

April 

- 

297 

- 

- 

292 

- 

- 

May 

128 

207 

- 

108 

208 

- 

- 

1.19 

June 

74 

164 

- 

72 

241 

- 

- 

1.03 

July 

- 

181 

- 

- 

239 

- 

- 

- 

Aug. 

77 

12A 

- 

53 

107 

- 

- 

1.45 

Sept. 

- 

1 

CM 

CM 

in 

- 

- 

212 

- 

- 

- 

Oct. 

181 

CM 

O 

in 

in 

- 

156 

596 

1 

- 

1.16 

Nov. 

236 

300 

- 

145 

306 

- 

- 

1.63 

Dec. 

- 

596  2 

- 

- 

372 

- 

- 

- 
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SECTION  IV 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  work  of  refuse  collection  from  domestic  premises,  shops,  offices  and 
other  business  premises  was  supervised  by  my  Department  as  in  previous  years. 

A weekly  collection  of  refuse-  was  undertaken  from  all  the  premises  within 
the  Council's  area  and  this  service  was  maintained  throughout  the  year,  often 
under  trying  circumstances  due  to  adverse  weather  conditions  and  problems 
associated  with  the  necessity  to  maintain  vehicles  in  constant  service.  The 
Council's  refuse  collectors  undertook  a difficult  job  satisfactory  throughout 
the  year  and  deserve  the  Council's  congratulations. 

While  local  refuse  had  a considerable  ash  content  due  to  the  large  number 
of  households  burning  coal  on  the  domestic  firerange,  the  tendency  to  increased 
bulk  in  refuse  continued  mainly  in  the  form  of  cardboard  containers  and 
increasing  quantities  of  plastic  materials. 

The  2-g-  cu„  ft.  galvanised  iron  dustbin  is  the  standard  receptacle  for 
refuse  within  the  district  at  the  present  time  but  many  local  authorities  are 
now  turning  to  paper  sacks  as  a cleaner  method  of  storage  and  for  ease  of 
collection,  and  it  may  be  that  the  Council  will  consider  the  introduction 
of  a similar  method  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  in  future  years. 

The  district  was  served  by  two  main  refuse  collecting  rounds,  one  at 
Hemsworth  and  the  other  daaling  with  Fitzwilliam,  Kinsley  and  new  housing 
development  at  Hemsworth.  A spare  vehicle  was  retained  for  standby  duties. 

The  cehicles  in  use  compressed  refuse  during  collection  and  by  doing  so 
countered  effectively  the  increasing  bulk  of  refuse. 

One  vehicle  was  nearing  the  end  of  ius  useful  life  and  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  the  Council  decided  to  purchase  a % cu.  yd.  "Musketeer"  compression  type 
vehicle  by  way  of  replacement;  these  particular  vehicles  are  in  the  £5,000 
price  range  and,  of  course,  are  extremely  costly  but  they  are  highly  efficient 
and  they  are  welcomed  by  the  refuse  collectors  because  of  their  comparatively 
easy  and  quick  loading  facilities.  One  driver  and  six  men  may  comfortably  work 
a vehicle  of  this  'type. 

There  was  no  separation  of  waste  paper  from  refuse  for  salvage  purposes: 
a costing  undertaken  in  a previous  year  had  showed  a financial  loss  and  as  the 
facilities  for  storing  waste  paper  were  not  satisfactory,  all  forms  of  paper 
were  disposed  of  by  burning. 

The  refuse  from  the  district  was  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  methods 
on  low  lying  ground  at  Pontefract  Road  to  continue  a land  reclamation  scheme 
being  undertaken  on  a 10  acre  field  subject  to  flooding;  some  five  to  six  acres 
of  the  field  have  now  been  reclaimed  by  this  method  and  the  farmer  concerned  is, 
not  unnaturally,  highly  satisfied.  Use  was  made  of  an  old  excavator  at  the 
Pontefract  Road  Tipping  Site  to  enable  the  satisfactory  disposal  of  refuse.  The 
existing  site  is  expected  to  provide  tipping  for  a further  three  or  four  years; 
thereafter,  the  Council  has  available  a disused  railway  cutting  in  the 
Brackenhill  area  at  Ackworth  which  offers  tipping  facilities  for  an  estimated 
period  of  15  - 20  years. 

Civic  Amenities  Act 

Dumping  of  all  types  of  refuse  on  waste  land  throughout  the  district  was 
prevalent  throughout  the  yean.  A number  of  sites,  in  particular  a disused 
refuse  tip  at  Rotherham  Road  and  lanes  to  the  rear  of  Holgate  Avenue  and 
Moorshutt  Road  were  rarely  free  from  rubbish  of  some  form  or  other  and  it 
was  necessary  to  detail  a vehicle  at  regular  intervals  to  clear  the  areas 
concerned;  unfortunately  the  offenders  were  never  caught.  Arrangements  for  the 
disposal  of  this  type  of  refuse  may  be  made  so  readily  by  contacting  the  office 
yet  some  people  will  go  to  considerable  lengths  to  convey  old  mattresses  and 
other  similar  bulky  materials  onto  open  land  as  a means  of  disposal. 


Civic  Amenities  Act  (Continued) 


- 16  - 


The  disposal  of  old  motor  vehicles  was  often  a problem  for  their  owners. 
Where  owners  made  an  approach  to  the  office,  arrangements  were  then  made  with 
a Monk  Bretton  Scrap  Company  to  collect  the  vehicles,  usually  free  of  charge. 

In  a few  cases,  however,  owners  simply  abandoned  cars  on  waste  land  and  it  was 
then  necessary  to  deal  with  these  vehicles  under  the  provisions  of  the  above 
legislation.  It  was  not  a serious  problem  during  the  year  but  it  is  one  likely 
to  increase  in  future  years.  Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  Monk  Bretton  Firm  who 
readily  undertook  vehicle  collection  and  disposal  at  our  request. 


In  conclusion  I would  like  to  offer  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Council  for  the  interest  they  have  shown  in  the  work  of  the  Department 
throughout  the  year.  My  grateful  thanks  are  offered  also  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  his  staff  for  ever  willing  advice  and  co-operation,  and 
to  the  indoor  and  outdoor  staff  of  the  Council  for  their  friendly  support  and 
co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

Mr.  Stewart,  the  Deputy  Public  Health  Inspector,  stepped  into  the  breach 
very  well  indeed  during  my  three  months  enforced  absence  and  I feel  deserves 
commendation.  He  would,  however,  be  the  first  to  admit  that  he  owed , as  I do, 
a good  deal  to  Mrs.  Bush  whose  clerical  services  proved  invaluable  to  this 
Department  throughout  the  year. 


Tours  faithfully, 
C.  H.  SEAL 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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